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AN ORGANIZATION YOU CAN TRUST

 a safe place where children are welcomed night or day

 a provider of care for 800 children each day

 a provider of care for over 2,000 children each year

 a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization

CEDARS has been supporting children, youth and their families for over 70 years and remains committed to 

helping kids in crisis and building strong families.

CEDARS is accredited through the Council on Accreditation and the National Association for the Education of 

Young Children. CEDARS is a Charity Navigator Four Star Charity, a Top-Rated Charity with CharityWatch.org, 

a Better Business Bureau Accredited Charity, and a Platinum Seal of Transparency holder from GuideStar.

In the last fiscal year, CEDARS consolidated agencies spent 89% of all expenditures on services for children. 

Percentages are based on the formula set forth by the Better Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance, whose 

standard recommends at least 65% of an organization’s total expenses be spent on program activities.
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Fred Rogers, host of television’s long-running children’s program, 

“Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood,” once gave the following advice to 

his young viewers. 

“When I was a boy and I would see scary things on the news, my 

mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find 

people who are helping.’”

I am reminded of that advice in my daily encounters with the 

children, youth and families that CEDARS has the honor of serving. 

Many of them have experienced scary things, as Mr. Rogers would 

call them. The details of their stories reflect the complexities of our 

current world and the direness of their circumstances. 

But in those details, I see the helpers. I see the caring CEDARS 

staff, often going above and beyond to bring therapeutic support 

to children, youth and families. I see our network of loving foster 

families who have opened up their hearts and homes to provide 
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safe, stable environments for children and youth until many of 

them are able to be reunited with their families. I see our generous 

community of supporters, community partners, board of directors 

and board of trustees who believe in the ability of these children, 

youth and families to overcome the daunting obstacles in their way.

If you are like me, you are passionate about keeping kids safe from 

abuse, neglect, homelessness and other adverse experiences. It’s a 

joy to see a young person and their family grow stronger together 

and find success. It’s an even greater joy to know that you had a 

part in making that success possible. 

Thank you for being one of the helpers that makes our world less 

scary for children. 

James R. Blue
President and CEO



CEDARS has been supporting children, youth and their families for 

over 70 years and remains committed to helping kids in crisis and 

building strong families. 

The world has changed since CEDARS was founded in 1947. In 

fact, we’re seeing circumstances in our community that are resulting 

in more and more youth coming through our doors because they 

have no other safe place to spend the night. 

But thanks to the helpers—our caring community of supporters—

vital services are available to the most vulnerable in our community. 

CEDARS walks alongside families every step of the way. With 

encouragement, guidance and direction we have the honor of 

seeing lives change. 

Here are just a few things that CEDARS and our helpers 

accomplished in the past fiscal year:
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“LOOK 
FOR THE 
HELPERS”

KIDS SERVED
last year, CEDARS served 
2,088 kids in our community

SAFE PLACE
last year, CEDARS provided 
86,725 nights of care to kids 
who had no other safe place 
to spend the night

OUTREACH
last year, CEDARS made 
2,989 contacts to homeless 
and runaway youth

EMERGENCY SHELTER
in the last fiscal year, CEDARS 
provided 4,783  nights of care 
to 175 kids in the area’s only 
emergency shelter
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH UNABLE TO LIVE AT HOME

For those children and youth unable to live at home due to 

neglect, abuse, homelessness, running away, or other family 

crises, CEDARS provides safe places to stay that offer structure 

and support while working to facilitate a successful transition to a 

permanent living situation.

FAMILIES IN NEED OF RESOURCES, SUPPORT, EDUCATION

Family resources focus on maintaining healthy connections and 

helping families remain together with services designed to help 

the entire family. CEDARS also provides children with early and 

ongoing developmental opportunities in an inclusive, diverse 

environment to help them become better learners in nationally 

accredited classrooms.

YOUTH INVOLVED IN THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM

For youth who are at risk of, or who have committed law violations, 

CEDARS provides positive development programs to prevent 

subsequent law violations and prepare them to live successfully 

in the community. Youth receive support in the areas of education, 

employment, basic living skills, crisis intervention, and building 

healthy relationships.

WHO WE ARE 
& WHO WE 
HELP
As it was when CEDARS was 

founded in 1947, our mission 

is to help children and youth 

achieve safety, stability and 

enduring family relationships. 



Lonnie

Marlena called CEDARS because she didn’t know where else 

to turn. She felt like her family was spinning out of control. 

Although she had fond memories of her son Robbie when he 

was little, now that he was growing up, she felt disconnected 

from the young man he was becoming. 

Marlena received a call from Robbie’s wrestling coach. He had 

become concerned when Robbie started showing up to practice 

late, and now had missed several practices. 

When Robbie returned home that evening, Marlena found 

herself yelling and making threats when really she wanted to 

have a calm conversation with her son. This wasn’t the parent 

she wanted to be, and yet for some reason she was falling into 

patterns that had been modeled for her by her own parents.

 

Robbie was frustrated because he felt that adults didn’t 

understand him.
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A FAMILY 
TRANSFORMED
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Like many teens, Robbie wanted to fit in and have friends. But the friends he 

chose for company were pressuring him to start hanging out with them after 

school instead of attending wrestling practices. His friends told him wrestling 

wasn’t cool, and that he’d only fit in with them if he used drugs. 

Robbie didn’t understand that his so-called friends were negatively impacting 

his grades, his relationship with his mom, and his ability to pursue the sport he 

loved. 

When Robbie had a run-in with law enforcement, Marlena knew she needed 

to take action. She had heard about CEDARS and our reputation for helping 

kids in crisis and building strong families. Marlena gave us a call. 

CEDARS came alongside the family with support and guidance. After 

assessing the family’s situation, it was determined that to help repair Marlena 

and Robbie’s relationship, the mother and son should spend some time apart. 

We welcomed Robbie into our care for a short time, giving the family a “cool 

down” period. 

While in our care, our team of helpers talked with Robbie about the choices 

he was making and helped him understand how his friends were negatively 

influencing him. At first he was resistant to this advice. His friends’ approval 

meant a great deal to him. But after thinking through his goals with our CEDARS 

staff and weighing the advantages and disadvantages of his decisions, Robbie 

decided to return to wrestling practices, even though it meant losing his friends. 

At home, our team of helpers provided Marlena with appropriate parenting 

tools she needed to be able to better connect with Robbie without losing her 

cool. Our staff also helped Marlena put together her own network of support 

she could turn to when she needed an extra hand, or a listening ear. 

With resources and supports in place, Robbie returned home. The family had 

an emotional reunion. Both mother and son told the other how they wanted to 

improve and be a better person. 

As our team of helpers continues to walk alongside Marlena and Robbie, we 

are confident that the family is on the path to success. 
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The important work of helping kids in crisis and building strong 

families would not be possible without the generosity of our loyal 

donors. In addition to financial support, these caring adults 

believe in the ability of the children, youth and families 

in CEDARS care to overcome the many obstacles in 

their lives. It’s this belief that is transforming lives every day in 

our community. 

CEDARS Home for Children Foundation exists to raise funds in 

support of CEDARS mission. The Foundation works with donors 

across the nation to support the thousands of children who receive 

care from CEDARS each year. The CEDARS Home for Children 

Foundation is committed to the highest quality stewardship of the 

gifts of given by its donors.

THE 
HELPERS



Our special Circle of Life donors of distinction lay the groundwork for future generations by 

leaving a lasting legacy that will live on in perpetuity. These individuals have planned a gift 

to ensure that CEDARS will always be here to provide care to children in need.
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Irene Andersen
James and Susanne Blue
Reed and Joyce Bowlby
Gale and Becky Breed
Mr. Richard S. Brejtfus
Mr. Dale N. Brinkman
Deb Brown
Steve and Tricia Burt
Andrew J. Campbell
Robert and Candace Campbell
June Campbell
Kathy and Dick Campbell
Mrs. Birdean L. Christoffersen
Debra J. Davis
Rebecca Dittrich
Mr. Harold W. Dorough
Dean and Beth Dumler
Mrs. R. Nell Falbo
Gerry and Deane Finnegan
Connie and Jack Geist
Jani and David Gentry
Ms. Helen I. German
Mr. Earl F. Godfrey
John Goldrich and 
     Shelly Hurst - Goldrich
Roger and Sharon Graff
Miss Rose M. Gripp
Randy and Sheri Haas

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Hannon
Mrs. Donna Hansen
Mr. Herbert L. Harger
Barb and Phil Heckman
Miss Gerrie Hengel
Jerry Holtorf and Linda Bargen
Mr. Roger J. Holzman
Mr. John J. Hruby
Becky and Paul Huebner
Dallas and Tish Jones
Miss Janet Jones
Lyle and Doris Jones
Betty Kechley
Tom and Leslie Kess
Don and Paula Kucera
John and Sheila Kuchta
Vonnie Kuijvenhoven
Mrs. Virginia Kunc
Meagan and John Liesveld
Mr. William L. Loeb, Jr.
Jim and Georgianne Mastera
Mr. Robert H. Matzke
Wynn and Sheila Mehlhaff
Anthony and Carmen Messineo
Paul Miano
Janice and Mick Mickle
Barb Miller
Kristine and Scott Morton

Drs. Matthias and Cordelia Okoye
Miss Jane C. Packer
Becky Perrett
Ms. Janine I. Petersen
Mrs. Joan Phillips
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Powell
Mr. Dick Qualsett
Tina and Jeff Rhode
Mr. Waymon M. Roberts, Jr.
Cindy and Dan Rudolph
Mrs. Leona Simanek
Mark Stephens
Dean Stockfeld
Mr. Donald L. Stripling
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Szabat
Kent and Sara Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Tittler
Mr. Michael Tuft
Ms. Angela K. Vaccaro
Mary and Rose Villani
Chris and Michelle Wagner
Jan Wahl
Vera and Doris Waldschmidt
Ms. Diann Weller
Cindy and Jeff Yost
Mrs. Marge Young
Jan Zoucha
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Each year, CEDARS pays tribute to our friends who have made significant contributions to the 

children of CEDARS through the years. They are honored here as Lifetime Benefactors.

$1,000,000 or more
Elizabeth Binney Charitable Foundation
$250,000-$999,999
Cedric H. & Nina K. Yoder Memorial     
     Cedars Fund
Community Health Endowment of Lincoln
Harry Heller Jr. Residual Charitable Trust
Imperial Foundation
Lyle and Doris Jones
Joseph & Evelyn Pertusati Charitable Trust
Nationwide Foundation
Peter Kiewit Foundation
Mr. Dick Qualsett
Rosemary M. Lee & Joseph Kayser       
     Memorial Trust
Dillon Foundation
$150,000-$249,999
Albert A. Walters Charitable Trust
Claud D. Steffenhagen
Rogers Foundation
Samuel E. Petz Charitable Remainder Trust
Sandhills Global
Mrs. Marge Young
Wells Fargo
$100,000-$149,999
Ameritas Charitable Foundation
Cooper Foundation
Jodi Dillon

Chris and Ron Harris
Ms. Helen I. German
Michael L. Jeffrey Family
Kappa Delta Sorority
Reginald and Marie Troncone 
     Endowed Fund
The Peterson Family Trust
Valentino’s of America, Inc.
Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.
$75,000-99,999
Abel Foundation
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska
John Frisone & Linda Jeffrey
Mr. Earl F. Godfrey
Steve Martin and Dr. Amy Haddad
Mrs. Betty Kechley
John and Sheila Kuchta
Vonnie Kuijvenhoven
Robert S. and Mildred M. Baynard     
     Charitable Trust
SCHEELS Sports
The Herbert A. & Adrian W. Woods      
     Foundation
Mr. Michael Tuft
$50,000-74,999
Assurity Life Insurance Company
Dolezal Family Foundation
Jani and David Gentry

Helen A. Pearson Charitable Trust
Lincoln Haymarket Development Corp.
North Risk Partners
State Farm Insurance
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Stump
T.O. Haas Tire
The Don and Nancy Bouc Charitable Fund
Union Bank & Trust Company
Edward and Lida Robinson Charitable Trust
$25,000-49,999
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce E. Anderson
Barclay Construction Company, LLC
Bass Pro Shops
Baylor Evnen
Cathrine and John Blair
Kathy and Dick Campbell
Mrs. Birdean L. Christoffersen
Cornhusker Bank
Steve and Kathy Dickey
Rebecca Dittrich
Mr. Harold W. Dorough
DuTeau Chevrolet
Dr. Paul and Bernadett Esposito
Mr. Daniel C. Feldt
Foresters Cornhusker Branch 164
Connie and Jack Geist
General Dynamics
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Hannon

Becky and Paul Huebner
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon L. Johnson
Don and Paula Kucera
Mark T. & Margaret L. Seacrest Family  
     Charitable Foundation
Jim and Georgianne Mastera
McDonald’s Corporation
Miriam Moeller Charitable Trust
Nelnet
Mrs. Joan Phillips
Pinnacle Bank
Brad and Katie Provancha
Resolution Life
Mr. Waymon M. Roberts, Jr.
Cindy and Dan Rudolph
Col and Mrs. Walter J. Schell
Tom and Chris Schleich
Mrs. Leona Simanek
Stuart Foundation
Talent +
The Lee & Mary Volkmer Family Foundation
Kent and Sara Thompson
Ms. Elizabeth M. Tinter
US Bank Private Client Group
Ms. Angela K. Vaccaro
$10,000-$24,999
Allstate Foundation
Alpha Tau Omega
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Amen
Rick and Rae Artz
B & R Stores, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Loy Baumann

Stanley and Linda Bennett
Mrs. Ruby Bentley
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Bergami
Bison Inc.
Timothy and Cynthia Bittinger
James and Susanne Blue
BNSF Railway Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Boomer
Mr. Raymond Borchers
Mr. Dale N. Brinkman
The John D. Brown Revocable Living Trust
Bryan Health
Robert and Candace Campbell
Debra and Dr. Chris Caudill
Celerion
Kim Chambers
Mr. Edwin Coates
Charlene Cochell
Commercial Investment Properties
CraftWorks Foundation
Mrs. Lois E. Cremer
D.A. Davidson & Co.
David J. Mueller Memorial Fund
Ms. Louise Derricks
Design Data
Dig It For Dave
Lenard and Germana Dorsey
Robert and Carrie Ediger
Mr. Laurence P. Eggers
Dr. Renee and Joe Engler
Farmers Mutual of Nebraska
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Dallam G. Ferneyhough

Mr. and Mrs. Lane Foulk
Jessica Freeman and Chris Marks
David and Anne Frye
Mr. Dave George
Ms. Delores A. Gladbach
Mr. and Mrs. Roger H. Graff
Mr. James M. Gray
Dr. Charles and Carolyn Gregorius
Carrie and Jeff Grimes
Mary Guard
Randy and Sheri Haas
Brian and Judy Halstead
Mr. Herbert L. Harger
Bob and Marilyn Harris
Mike and Kathy Higgins
Glenn and Christine Hills
Liz and Frank Hilsabeck
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters
Hugo A. and Thelma Aspegren Charitable  
     Trust Foundation
Mr. Marvin F. Hull
INSPRO, Inc.
Mrs. Lena W. Jaber
Jennie McDowell and Harlan Layton      
     Designated Fund
Jersey Mike’s 
Kinder Porter Scott Family Foundation
Christie and Adam Klingenberg
Ms. Crystal Klockenga
Christal and Evan Kuchera
Mrs. Virginia Kunc
Ms. Linda G. Lener
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Doug and Mary Lienemann
Rosanne Liesveld
Lincoln Rotary Club #14
Lincoln Sertoma Club
Ms. Catherine Lloyd
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Lozon
Dr. James and Jane Maly
Mr. James T. McGinley
Wynn and Sheila Mehlhaff
Mr. Kenneth J. Merkt
Mr. and Mrs. Arlan J. Miller
Mrs. Sandra Miller
Molex
Mutual of Omaha
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Nass
Dr. and Mrs. Doug Netz
Melissa and Chris Newton
Mrs. Betty Paulsen
Peed Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Peed
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Mr. Carl J. Quick

Reinke Family Enterprises LLC
Tina and Jeff Rhode
Mrs. Jean R. Rhodes
James and Jill Richardson
Mr. Curt Roberts
Runza® National
Dr. Robyn Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Salzer
Sam’s Club
Sara Jane Schroeder
Mr. Arthur M. Schwabe
Miss Doreen Siebert
Smith Barney
Mr. Howard F. Snure, Jr.
SolutionOne
Space Technology &  Research 
Foundation Inc
St. Anthony Foundation
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church-Dewitt
Mr. David Stacy and Honorable      
     Stephanie Stacy
Mark Stephens

Mr. Dean Stockfeld
Mrs. Susan Stuart
Ms. Irene H. Szurgot
T.O. Haas Tire Employees
Teledyne Isco, Inc.
The Acklie Charitable Foundation
The Hilda and Preston Davis Foundation
The Leroy M. Inglis Charitable Trust
The Smith Family
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Tittler
Tracy’s Collision Center
Ms. Mary Turner
US Bank
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Chris and Michelle Wagner
Wal-Mart Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Warren K. Washburn
Chad and Susan Whitmore
Ross and Judy Wilcox
Ms. Alida P. Wind
Windstream Communications
Zoetis
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An additional thanks to these contributors for their support and partnership in caring for 

children, youth and families.

City of Lincoln

Lancaster County Human Services

Lincoln Community Foundation

Lincoln/Lancaster County Health Department

Lincoln Public Schools

Nebraska Children & Families Foundation

Nebraska Crime Commission

Nebraska Department of Education

Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services

Nebraska Office of Juvenile Probation

PromiseShip

Sixpence

United Way of Lincoln & Lancaster County

US Dept of Health & Human Services

US Dept of Housing & Urban Development
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CEDARS Consolidated Financial Highlights

Fiscal Year End June 30, 2019

ASSETS & LIABILITIES

Total Assets   $ 32,891,749

Total Liabilities   $    1,818,167

Total Net Assets  $ 31,073,582

REVENUES

Contributions & Support $   1,705,260

Grant & Service Revenue $    9,257,412

Investment Income  $    1,316,288

Total Revenues   $  12,278,960

FINANCIAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

CEDARS Program Expenses

Fiscal Year End June 30, 2019

PROGRAM SERVICES

Out of Home & Emergency Services $ 5,555,140

Family Resources & Education  $ 2,051,190

Juvenile Justice    $ 1,105,522

Evaluation    $   148,837

Shared Indirect    $ 1,664,170

SUPPORT SERVICES

Management & General  $   967,806

Fundraising    $   383,694

Total Expenses    $11,876,359

CEDARS Youth Services
Revenue Highlights

Fiscal Year End June 30, 2019

Service Revenue  66%

Grant Revenue  21%

Contributions/Support  13%

Expenditures for 
CEDARS Consolidated

Fiscal Year End June 30, 2019

Services for Children 89%
Administrative & Fundraising 11%
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CEDARS Home for Children Foundation

Steve Burt

Rebecca Dittrich

Dean Dumler

John Goldrich

Randy Haas, Vice Chair

Dallas Jones

Jennifer Kirkland

Donald D. Kucera

John Kuchta, Vice Chair

Lillie Larsen

Jim Mastera, Vice Chair

Wynn Mehlhaff

Mick Mickle

Rev. Larry Moffet

Melissa Newton, Chair

BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

CEDARS Youth Services

Jenny Amend

Spencer Bergen

Candy Campbell

Judi M. gaiashkibos

Doug Ganz, Vice Chair

Jani Gentry

Jill Gradwohl Schroeder, Chair

Judy Halstead

Karen Helmberger

Marilyn Hernandez

Katie Mach, Vice Chair

Tony Ojeda

Dan Parsons

Becky Perrett

Dr. Lance Perez

James G. Richardson

Coty Ring

Mark Stephens

Eric Weber

Chris Wagner, Vice Chair

Jan Zoucha, Vice Chair

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
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